“There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Josephyhom the apostles gave the name Barnabas
(which means ‘son of encouragement’).” Acts 4:36

When the day of
Penfecost came,
they were

all fogether in

one place.
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Acts 2
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One of the really exciting things about being
an Interim pastor is that we get to see signs of
new life as they start to emerge. The signs are
there to see; the attendance at the Easter
services; the rising excitement of having
chosen our search committee teams who will
find the priests for the Vestry to consider.

The various task groups are forming and now
the work begins in earnest.

As they are
working, the Holy
Spirit working
iz, From through all of you
=Ithe desk of has begun to .
‘ prepare the parish
Mother  for the new rector.
Sheelagh What are the

passions of this
parish? What is its
purpose’? What is God calling forth from
you? And it is also the time to name your
challenges. The challenge of growth in a
changing demographic area, of attracting
families and keeping them; of donor fatigue
from living on the edge of financial stability.
Each challenge is also an opportunity — we
have a magnificent facility compared to many
churches; lively and vibrant outreach and
committed, active membership. Your call to a
new rector will need to highlight all these
things so that you can attract priests with the
gifts you will need in the next chapter of your
lives.

Some priests have the gifts of building and
much of your life has been about buildings!
Some have gifts that grow congregations
through different means, worship,
community, evangelism and outreach. Some
are gifted teachers and spiritual preachers.
Make no mistake, God is at work. As | have
said before, somewhere there is a priest who
is feeling the stirrings to seek a new call and

God is calling forth that person to begin to
look for a parish that will be this one.

Deep within you all is also the call to new
life. Look around you — and see the new
beginnings that are emerging. Our first parish
mission trip is opening the hearts and minds
of 10 of our youth and some of the adult
leaders to a new thing; new experiences that
will provide a foundation for future trips,
beckoning a new form of ministry out of this
congregation. We have been exploring
different ways of worshipping. Little changes
that will help you accept the changes your
new rector will bring.

My work here is to help trim and prune,
prepare and yes even plant a few seeds. But |
am just “perching, not nesting” as Mother
Gina said. Mine is to love you through the

What
Comes
Next?7??

changes, but also help you identify and face
the challenges.

In the next few weeks before the great St
Barnabas’ Bash, which will be on the
weekend of the June, we will be taking a
long, hard, truthful look at our parish
finances. We will be refining our sense of
purpose and mission, so that we are clear
where our energy needs to be going forward.
We will be identifying our goals, so that a
candidate can see clearly what we think God
is calling forth from us. We have a lot to do
and accomplish in a fairly tight timeframe —
but it is God’s work, which gives it both
passion and purpose because we know God is
making things that had grown old new again.

Mother Sheelagh+




The Vestry has finalized the Search
Committee members,

and the committee will

soon have their first

meeting with Mother

Gina, our transition

consultant. We would

like to thank those who

answered the call to take part in this very
important process, as this decision will affect
all aspects of our parish life. Monica Devanas
will serve as Chairperson, and will manage
and direct the Search Committee and oversee
and coordinate with the related task forces.
Bryan Botsch will serve as Chaplain, as we
need to keep the discernment process
prayerful and Christ-centered. The other
members of the Search Committee are
Pauline Devonish, Joe Dombrowski, Carolyn
Hales, Nick Hrinkevich, Namita Ipe, Leon
Merriweather and William Straughn. The
captains of the task forces are Leon
Merriweather — Profile, Bobbi Gorman —
Communications, and Stephanie Carr —
Transition. Calls will continue to go out for
others to serve on task forces, or to help with
a particular task, so we ask that you continue
to prayerfully reflect on your skills and
talents.

Susan LeDonne & Jeff Flick

The YouthWorks mission trip youth and
leaders have met once and are beginning to
work as a team, focusing on our strengths and
planning our fundraisers. We will need to
raise about $100 each, through our plant sales
and our carwash.

We are all looking forward to making a
difference in the lives of the low income
families in Schuylkill County, and joining
with 75 other young people to work hard as
the hands and feet of Christ. We hope you
will support us in our fundraising efforts.

We continue to plan our Haiti Youth Talent
Show Fundraiser which is now slated to
happen on Saturday

June 1% kicking off of

the St Barnabas Bash

weekend celebrations.

Please contact

Samantha Romine or

Mother Sheelagh for

auditions asap. It promises to be a talent-
filled, fun —filled, joy-filled experience for all.
Don’t miss it!

A heads up! Pentecost is around the corner
on May 23 and we will be trying to celebrate
it with the speaking in tongues that you have
done before — please let me know if you speak
any other language than English (American)
and | will send you the readings. | believe we
have some Bibles here in other
L Q languages and | know | can get
them online as well. Let's
é’\:’ make this a lifelike experience!
N
%[U“\ The Liturgical Commission and
The Visioning Commission —
with Namita Ipe and Mother
P(ZanGCO$Jf Sheelagh’s help — are
Princeton on Saturday Z2at 6pm. Namita
and | are helping with the Cultural reception
after the service — please help us! We need
our St Barnabas expertise and presence there
heritage. You KNOW how to do this so
please step forward and help ughere will
be kites, and doves, fire and a wonderful spirit
filled service. Let’'s show them how to do it!

Fire, Wind and Word: the gift
of the Spirit to the nations:

organizing a special Pentecost Service and

Cultural Experience at Trinity Church in

—it's a Pot Luck of cultural cooking served by

us all in the traditional clothing of our

Contact Mtr Sheelagh or Namita Ipe NOW!
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Join us for another round Gloffee and
Conversationas we
seek to define our
purpose, mission and
assess our health as a
parish. To provide /2
alternatives for those =)
who cannot get to a Sunday meeting because
of conflicts or sports schedules we are
offering a Thursday evening meeting at 7pm.
The program will be the same on Thursdays
and Sundays when it will be offered before
and after the 10:30 servic®¥Ve really want
everyone to take part— so please mark your
calendars and plan to attend both parts:

$ % What is our purpose and what
does a healthy parish look like?
Thursday May 20" at 7pm...OR...

Sunday May 237 at 9:30...0R...following
the 10:30 service.

$ & Where are we now and where do
we need to be?
Thursday June 3° at 7pm...OR...

Sunday June &' at 9:30...0R...following
the 10:30 service.

Coffee@

Convérsation
Percolate

October 8-9, 2010. Come
join us for fellowship and
spiritual renewal during an
overnight retreat at St.
Marguerites Retreat House
in Mendham NJ. Cost per
person is $75 and includes
3 meals and one overnight.

$'° (O — coming in early June,
date TBA..join in some fellowship while we
work to prepare the church for our new rector.
Odd jobs, handyman jobs, and longer term
indoor and outdoor projects need to be
completed to make our church look its best

and to maintain our beautiful buildings and
grounds! Watch for more details in the St. B
News and Sunday bulletins.”

Please join us for our nektiday Book
Study on May 7" at 7:30pm in the Bolmer
Room. We will be discussinggomen Food
and God: An

Unexpected Path to

Almost Everythingdpy

Geneen Roth. This

book from Oprah's list

was suggested by

Mother Sheelagh. All men, women,
friends....are invited. Please bring
suggestions for future reading with you!!!

Coming This Summer at St Barnabas: All-
time Favorite hymns!

At each of our services we
would like YOU to suggest
your all-time favorite hymns.
Fill in a slip telling us what it
is and why it is special and
we will put it into a service —
you can choose a date too.
We will let you know when it

is to be sungElaine and Mtr Sheelagh+

+ -
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Join us forSonQuest Rainforest VBSat St.
Barnabas August"2through August 8 from
9:30 AM — 12:30 PM.—an experience of
discovery you will never

forget! SonQuest

Rainforest VBS will

transport us into the vivid

rainforest where we will

dig into the Bible and

meet Jesus in every day’'s

story. For God so loved

the world that He gave His one and only Son,
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish
but have eternal life.dohn 3:16

Open to all children age 4 (as of August 6,
2010) through students that have finish&d 8
grade




Watch for registration letters in your mail Steve Welch 5/25
soon. Pass these dates on to your friends and  Casey Dombrowski 5/26
family! Angel Muthoka 5/27
CALLING ALL 6 ", 7" and 8" graders — Meaghan Reeder S/27
You are invited to join us for a special CIT Baptismal Anniversaries:
(Councilors In Training) Day on Saturday, Bill Reeder 5/1
July 37" from 9:30-12:30 at St Barnabas. We Janet Wood 5/1
will preview the Vacation Bible School bible Patricia Barnhard 5/5
stories and learn about the importance of Alexander Gibbons 5/5
being a CIT at VBS. All students attending Fran Sneyers 5/8
VBS who have finished"§ 7" and &' grades Lauren Luterzo 5/9
will help guide the younger students during Namita Ipe 5/14
the week of VBS.This has become an Jonathan Pitt, Il 5/14
important role at VBS! Leon Merriweather 5/15
VOLUNTEERS are needed for the week or JoAnn Palmelr 5;16
just a day to help with teaching, crafts, games, E\ﬂﬁﬁe CSe_Inlco a 55/1177
music, shacks and taking pictures during that Ashley DI va 5/18
week. Volunteers are also needed prior to Rsbe>': N_orﬁ/ulmu 5/22
VBS to provide or prepare craft materials and 0 her” Ic ohs K /
set up. Volunteer sheets will be available at Michelle Muthoka 5/23
church (or call Maria or Susan). All are gon.ncl)rJEby h 55//2266
welcome, high school students are welcome Agtnr:ce)nyol_stizrzo 5/26
to volunteer for any position. Dorothy Hamby 5/27
Watch for the first volunteer meeting in May. Jeffrey Kirk 5/27
WITHOUT YOU WE CANNOT HAVE A Kayla Botsch 5/29
SUCCESSFUL VBS. Clarice Crosdale 5/29
Juliette Pitt 5/30
- Alison Wadee 5/30
Birthdays: Kristian Collins 5/31
Bill Eldred 5/1 Patrick Garrett 5/31
Clarice Crosdale 5/5 Jonathan Louison 5/31
Gene Sanfilippo 5/8 Wedding Anniversaries:
Ammon Barksdale 5/9 Junior & Pauline Devonish 5/2
Ca{)lblgby 5//9 Brenda & Dave Evans 5/10
ﬁgte; ;i)rrlgan 55/1121 Mitch & Tamr_ny Baskin 5/16
Kevin Gramata 5/16 George & Julie Carroll 5/17
. Dennis & Terri Hermann 5/18
Ascia Johnso_n 5/16 Ellen & Michael Alauskas 5/21
gggigg égr?glrll gﬁ; Helena & Nick Hrinkevich 5/21
Leann Barnhard 5/18 Erin & James Martﬂfz 5/30
Eollsrgr;_r?tlrd 55//223 If your special day is missing please send
C)rllristine Wildemuth 5/27 your information in an email to
ivn Schreib 5/23 kitty@stbarnabas-sbnj.o@y call the church
Kerilyn Schreiber office at 732-297-4607.




