The Encowragey

St. Barnabas Episcopal Church

“There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Josephytom the apostles gave the name Barnabas
(which means ‘son of encouragement’).” Acts 4:36

Happy New Year St. Barnabas family and
friends.

We have much to be thankful for including the

; beauty of Christmas and

the gift of Christ’s birth

5, /7om  againin our hearts. Thank
< 1he desk of yoy to all who helped to

Mother  make it so memorable.

Sheelagh
i Our wrap up for th€offee

and Conversationseries
which was snowed out on December 20th will be
held onJanuary 10th following both services.

As we have a Baptism on that day we will be able
to lift up our work to The Lord and renew our
baptismal vows together. We will also lift up the
basket of ingathered pledges to be blessed at both
services. Please let us have your giving/pledge
intentions by then so that the Vestry can form a
budget for the Annual Meeting.

At the Annual Meeting on January"1llowing

the 10:30 service, we will look at what we said in
our series of Coffee & Conversation gatherings
during Advent, and receive the reports of the
committees and parish ministries. A slate of
nominations will be provided from which we

shall elect a new vestry, new convocation
representatives, and delegates for the Diocesan
Convention in March. This year marks the 225
Anniversary and we will be honored by the
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori. It
promises to be quite an event. All these functions
enable you as a church to be involved with the
way decisions are made in the Episcopal Church.

Now we set our faces towards what comes next.
The Coffee and Conversation series provided not
only a lot of thought and discussion but also lots
of material for us to draw upon as we take the
next steps towards a new rector. If you were not

able to be there, just let me know and | will sgnd
the questions that were posed. We have completed
one of the preparatory tasks of the Interim pe&nd
are now primed to take the next steps.

Before the Diocese and Bishop will approve us
starting the search process proper, we need tarbe s
that the Church is on a sound financial footing.
Hopefully (and prayerfully) our Stewardship drive
will have provided sufficient funds to maintain our
current operations and begin to build a solid
foundation to attract a new rector. | remain ofgtia
that our pledging base will be able to hold stealy
grow as God willing the economy gets stronger this
year.

And it is not all about money, far from it. Godsha
called us to continue the work of his ministry et
world and to bring those who are seeking to find.hi
You are a very open and welcoming family; look at
what is special about you on the boards downstairs.
Imagine more people coming to know Christ here at
St. Barnabas and share in the ministries, joy and
welcome of this parish. Talk it up among your fden
and colleagues, bring a friend to the youth migijstr
and be excited about this time in your parish lifle.
we can grow our parish family we will be able to
make a positive difference in so many more livasg an
have more to share in the responsibilities.

My job as the Interim will be to keep us on trackaa
worshipping congregation, make sure we keep fdithfu
to the mission that God has called us to, keep our
outreach strong, provide pastoral care and weldome
all who come. Again, for the record, | may not be
considered for the position of rector, but | am
energized and excited to be with you while we
journey!

Let's get to it, St. B's — we've work to do!
Mother Sheelagh+
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From the Senior Wagge. .

As 2009 draws to a close, | reflect on the year and
realize it was not at all what | expected. Our
parish “world” was shaken up by Father
Hubbard’s announcement in March that he would
leave St. Barnabas in June after almost 25 years
as our priest. At the time, it seemed almost
inconceivable that we could survive without
Father Hubbard.

Looking back at the last 9 months of the year, it
seems obvious to me that this was God'’s plan for
our church. |think we have handled the situation
very well so far. We started out by pulling
together to give Father Hubbard a very
memorable farewell dinner and final Sunday
service. He was so grateful that we showed our
appreciation for his many years of service during
which he touched many lives. The vestry then
pulled together to interview candidates for

Interim Rector. We ended up choosing Mother
Sheelagh and she continues to be a blessing for
us. We miss Father Hubbard, but we have learned
that we could survive (and even thrive) without
him.

As we look forward, we need to realize that there
is much work ahead of us to attract a new rector.
If we do it right and keep listening to what God is
telling us, I think the rewards will be great. We
need to keepraying that God will lead us to the
next rector He has planned forasif everything
depends orHim. At the same time, we need to
keepworking towards our goads if everything
depends orus. | am encouraged so far at the
responses from nominees for election at the
annual meeting. | sense an understanding that we
need everyone to support St. Barnabas in
whatever way they can, which includes time and
talent as well as financial support. Please
continue to pray for discernment of the nominees
as the slate of candidates is finalized.

-Bryan Botsch

v i s

“According to the grace of God given to me, like a
skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and

someone else is building on it. Each builder must
choose with care how to build on iCorinthians 3:10

At this time of year we often reflect on our
accomplishments of the past year and our goals and
resolutions for the New Year. You have received
several communications from us asking you to
prayerfully consider what you are able to give. We
deeply appreciate those who have already mailed in
their pledge cards, as well as those of you whodata
the storm and were able to participate in the in-

gathering on December 20th.

r—‘
x\
Together we have built a wonderful community of
faith and we will continue to build on our foundati

in preparation for the selection of a new rectdetal
us going forward. Please consider returning your
pledge card by mail or in church this week. The
Vestry is preparing a budget for the coming yeat an
your willingness to be a skilled master builder $ir

Barnabas will help us strengthen and grow the
spiritual home we have all found at St. Barnabas.

The Stewardship Committee

Thanks so much to all of you

e T zeocems

tree was full to overflowing
with your bountiful gifts to help
keep those in need warm during this winter season.
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Please support St.
Barnabas by purchasing
grocery cards from Stop &
Shop and or ShopRite at
face value for all your
grocery shopping.
Corporate America
supports your church with
5% back for each card

sold!

Don’t miss the Epiphany Pageant “Follow The
Star” on January 3rd at S
the 10:30 service. Specialjis
thanks go to Samantha §
Romine for directing and
producing the Pageant a
to all our volunteer

readers, thespians and helpers.

Coffee and Conversation- Take a minute to

look at the results of your conversations. Seems
we all agree that St. Barnabas is a friendly, open,
welcoming, family oriented parish. The energy
you commit to your ministries is exciting and

there are some very good thoughts about what we

should do going forward. It is not too late to add
your voice — just put your thoughts on a post-it
and post-it!

Bishop Sylvestre Romerowill be here at St
Barnabas itMarch 14™ 2010. Thisis a
wonderful time to celebrate who we are through
Confirmations, Reaffirmations and Receptions
into the Episcopal Church. Anyone who is in

eighth grade or older may be confirmed and those

who are from other denominations and wish to be
formally received into the Episcopal Church may
see Mother Sheelagh for details. What does
beingConfirmedor Receivednean? Being
Confirmedis claiming a relationship with Jesus
Christ for yourself; it allows you to be voting
member of the Church at the Annual Meeting.
BeingReceivedllows you to be an active part of
the decision-making and governance of the
Church as a member of the vestry, search
committee and the various Diocesan committees.
In a year like this, when we will have many

committees, we need you. Please consider becoming
an official member if you are not already. If yioave
any questions, call Mother Sheelagh.

Baptismal Dates for 2010

Following are the dates the Church traditionally
conducts baptisms:

The Baptism of Our Lord -January™.0

March 14" (because the Bishop will be with us);
The Easter Vigil- Saturday evening Aprif:3
Pentecost -May 23; and

Sunday after All Saint's Day Novembéf.7

Baptism can also be done on any Sunday at the main
service except in Lent.

Strengthening our Youth Program:

In 2010 we will continue to meet twice a month but
will shift our pattern to the second and fourth et
accommodate adult schedules. We have some great
new ideas — including the possibility of a Missibiip

— don’t miss out!

With the relocation of Mrs. Kidd we are down an
adult in our team. If you feel called to miniswith
youth, please contact Mtr. Sheelagh. Please be
advised that all youth leaders are required tdheo t
Diocesan Sexual misconduct awareness training and
undergo a background check.

The Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting will be held on January"2D10

after the 10:30 service in Hubbard Hall. Lunchlwil

be served. We will elect our officers for Vestry,

Convention and Convocation. This year is a ciitica

year in the life of our parish; please prayerfully

consider stepping up to the plate if you are asked
consider being nominated.

2 Overnight Shelter Dates for

%, Christchurch, New Brunswick are
January 28 — 29" and February'8
13" . At this time of year the
shelters are full to overflowing.
Please contact Jeff Flick if you can
help with this vital ministry

SHELTER
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Women at the Wellis continuing to meet

monthly on the first Monday of the month in the

upstairs classroom. Please contact Pauline Karen Thompson 113
Devonish with questions. Charles Bowers 14
Bruce Cenicola 1/4
— we need someone to take Deborah Epting 1/4
on the unenviable but Matthew Nurse 1/6
essential job oPledge Maxwell Nurse 1/6
Secretary. If you are Fran Sneyers 1/6
WANI[" meticulous and thick- Jonathan Pitt, Il 177
skinned, and have a bit of Marissa Botsch 1/8
time to spare once a quarter, please contact Bryan  Chisom llogu 1/8
Botsch or Mother Sheelagh for details. Daniel Alfano 119
Karen Carey 1/9
Anyone know anything about photocopiers? Our Richard Goselin 1/10
old copier has broken down and needs someone Emma Appiah 1/11
with knowledge to see if they can fix it. We have Eileen Luterzo 111
no service contract on this one and we did get an JoAnn Palmer 111
extra...month out of it. If you can help let Kitty Carol Eby 1712
KNow. Jill .H.ague 1/12
Obiajulu llogu 1/12
Melissa Murawski 1/12
—y s Y e Fo . ; Jason Osborne 1/12
Wfsis Mlowsh’s Celebragions: — srancon widemun 112
Kianna Tierney 1/13
Ellen Alauskas 1/14
Alicia Daley 1/14
The Rev. William Breedlove 1/15
Roland Laird 1/1 Jacquie Louison 1/15
Erin Martinez 1/1 Koren Garrett 1/16
Christopher Moore 1/1 Benjamin Sanfilippo 1/16
Paul Pospiech 1/1 Rebecca Palmer 1/17
Olaedo Anyanwu 177 Michelle Muthoka 1/24
Ellen Alauskas 1/8 Rose VonHerbert 1/24
Nancy Armstrong 1/9 Isaiah Hudson 1/26
Brian Moore, Jr. 1/10 Angel Lee 1/26
Michael Moreno 1/10 Julie Royce 1/27
Kimberly Chapman 1/12 Nicholas Joseph 1/28
Madilyn Dombrowski  1/12 Junior Devonish 1/29
Susan LeDonne 1/13 Connor Eby 1/29
Obiajulu llogu 1/15
John Gosner 1/16
Jennifer Pitt 1/20
June Barksdale 1/21
Victoria Royce 1/28 Bill & Brenda Reeder 1/17
Eileen Luterzo 1/29 Donald & Rose VonHerbert 1/22
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